Device therapy in hypertrophic cardiomyopathy.
With increasing awareness of the condition and particular attention being paid to family screening, the number of patients being diagnosed with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy is increasing. Although the majority of patients remain at low risk for sudden cardiac death, all patients need to undergo rigorous and ongoing risk factor stratification in order to best identify those at high risk. Although implantable cardioverter-defibrillators have proven to be effective in the prevention of sudden cardiac death, careful consideration of device implantation in high-risk patients is necessary in view of the potential for device complications and their impact on quality of life.